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Background information
Funding Available and General Requirements

The Policy Challenge Grant has up to $3.75 million in total funding available over 5 years.
Organisations can apply for funding between $20,000 and $500,000 (excluding GST) per
grant. The same application can only be made once each year, unless invited to resubmit by
the assessment panel.
This grant will support the development of projects such as policy white papers, new
business solutions, or new regulatory sandboxing trials tailored to address the ACT’s specific
energy transition.
Successful applications will be supported with funding to test new ideas that respond to
the policy challenge announced each year to support the energy transformation within the
Territory. Please visit the ACT’s Everyday Climate Choices website for information on the
ACT Government’s nominated Policy Challenges.
To apply for funding, all applicants need to be aware of the following:

•  Applicants must provide a detailed implementation plan of the proposed project and
the funding requested, articulating the benefits to the net zero transition and the ACT
economy and alignment with the relevant grant objective.

• Organisations must be able to demonstrate they have sufficient funds, resources, and
capabilities to commence and complete proposed projects.

• Where applicable, applicants should consider how their proposal aligns with
complementary government objectives and policies including, but not limited to:

•  CBR Switched On: ACT’s economic development priorities 2022-2025
• ACT Climate Change Strategy 2019–2025
• The ACT Zero Emissions Vehicle Strategy 2022-30
• Our Pathway to Electrification – Position Paper
• 10th Legislative Assembly Parliamentary and Governing Agreement
• Canberra's Living Infrastructure Plan
• Zero-Emission Transition Plan for Transport Canberra
• ACT Circular Economy Strategy 2023-2030
• ACT Waste to Energy Policy 2020-2025

Application Overview

The application will guide you through a series of questions to determine your eligibility and
evaluate the proposal against the merit criteria. 
Your application needs to include the following:

•  a response to the merit criteria;
• a detailed project description and objectives;
• proposed project timeline;
• project benefits and expected outcomes;
• implementation plan, including timing of key milestones and deliverables;
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https://www.climatechoices.act.gov.au/policy-programs/renewable-energy-innovation-fund
https://www.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/1964589/Statement-of-Ambition-Canberra-Switched-On-Screen.pdf
https://www.climatechoices.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/1414641/ACT-Climate-Change-Strategy-2019-2025.pdf
https://www.climatechoices.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/2038497/2022_ZEV_Strategy.pdf
https://www.climatechoices.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/2052477/Powering-Canberra-Our-Pathway-to-Electrification-ACT-Government-Position-Paper.pdf
https://www.cmtedd.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/1654077/Parliamentary-Agreement-for-the-10th-Legislative-Assembly.pdf
https://www.environment.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1413770/Canberras-Living-Infrastructure-Plan.pdf
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/1625095/ZERO-EMISSION-TRANSITION-FINAL-.pdf
https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/2272331/ACT-Circular-Economy-Strategy-access.pdf
https://hdp-au-prod-app-act-yoursay-files.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/3815/8509/9072/TCCS_ACT_Waste_to_Energy_Policy.pdf
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• a knowledge sharing plan;
• the benefits of the funded activities to the ACT renewable energy ecosystem; and
• details on existing or proposed co-funding arrangements.

Merit Criteria

Energy Innovation Fund grants will support projects that contribute to the ACT
Government’s vision of Canberra as an internationally recognised centre for renewable
energy research, innovation and investment.
Each application will be assessed against the guidelines and selection criteria on the
application form. The assessment panel will consider the application and make an
assessment as to the merit of the application in meeting the aims and objectives of the
Program.
Proposals that meet the eligibility criteria will be considered against the following merit
criteria:
Innovation and knowledge sharing (30%)
Innovation and broadening the knowledge base for the ACT energy transition is an important
objective of the Fund. The following will be assessed under this criterion:

1.The project clearly demonstrates innovative and transformational approaches to
supporting energy transition. This can be demonstrated via the technology used,
business model or other aspects; and

2.The approach to sharing the learnings gained from the project.
Technical and commercial viability (30%)
The proposal demonstrates a pathway from ideation to development. The project applies
robust processes to develop innovative energy transition solutions. The application shows
a high potential for demonstration and scalability. Criteria also include the potential
commercial opportunities flowing from the funded activity and the strength of the
proponent’s business model.
Application quality and organisation capacity (30%)
The applicant has demonstrated their capability to deliver the project and described
previous experience in delivering similar projects and managing risks.
The applicant has demonstrated an understanding of, and ability to obtain, any permission
or approvals required to deliver the project (where appropriate).
The application must provide sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
Return on investment (10%)
The level of funding requested is proportionate to the project outcomes and benefits for the
ACT.
In the context of the entire project and its timing, the amount of requested funding and
the planned expenditure demonstrates a sound investment. Enhanced public-private
collaborations in developing and demonstrating new solutions, and leveraging private
investments, are particularly important.
The Government will aim to leverage at least $1 in new co-contributions for every dollar
it invests, on average, in energy innovation technologies. Proposals that demonstrate job
creation will be viewed favourably.
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Contact information
* indicates a required field

Applicant *
○ Individual ○ Organisation
Organisation Name

 
Title   First Name   Last Name
         
Applicant ABN *

 
The ABN provided will be used to look up the following information. Click Lookup above to
check that you have entered the ABN correctly.
 Information from the Australian Business Register

 ABN

 Entity name

 ABN status

 Entity type

 Goods & Services Tax (GST)

 DGR Endorsed

 ATO Charity Type More information

 ACNC Registration

 Tax Concessions

 Main business location

Must be an ABN.

Applicant Primary Address *
Address
 
 
Address Line 1, Suburb/Town, State/Province, Postcode, and Country are required.

Primary Contact - Email *
 

Must be an email address.

Primary Contact - Phone Number *
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http://abr.business.gov.au/HelpTaxConcessions.aspx
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Must be an Australian phone number.

Secondary Contact - Email
 

Must be an email address.

Secondary Contact - Phone Number
 

Must be an Australian phone number.

 
Eligibility
* indicates a required field

1/ Does your organisation hold all insurances required by law, including $10
million public liability insurance and workers compensation, or are you prepared
to acquire these if successful in gaining an Energy Innovation Fund grant? *
○  Yes ○  No

2/ Is your organisation based in the ACT OR the majority of the proposed funded
activities occur within the ACT? *
○  Yes ○  No

3/ Has your organisation satisfactorily acquitted all outstanding grant milestones,
reporting requirements, and obligations, including financial acquittals for
previous Energy Innovation Fund funding? *
○  Yes ○  No ○  N/A
*Select N/A if you did not receive an Energy Innovation Fund grant before

4/ Can you demonstrate a contribution towards the ACT’s target of net zero
emissions by 2045 in this application? *
○  Yes ○  No

5/ Is your organisation registered for the Goods and Services Tax (GST)? *
○  Yes ○  No ○  N/A
*Select N/A if turnover is less than $150,000 per annum.

6/ If your organisation supports First Nations community and/or people
experiencing vulnerability OR if your organisation is a registered Indigenous
business, please provide details here. *
 
*Those businesses will be viewed favourably and are encouraged to apply. Please answer N/A if not
applicable.

7/ Are you a business with an independent ABN OR are you a university, a think
tank or another research institution? *
○  Yes ○  No
*If you are not a business, partnership with a businesses is particularly encouraged.
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8/ Please provide details of your organisation's expertise in energy transition. *
 
Word count:
*Must be no more than 100 words.

9/ Was your organisation unsuccessful in securing an Energy Innovation Fund
grant within the same calendar year, for the same project? *
○  Yes ○  No
*Please note that this does not include updates to response to eligibility criteria.

10/ Is your organisation a Commonwealth, state or territory government agency?
*
○  Yes ○  No

11/ Has your organisation or individual shareholders of the organisation been
subject to any insolvency event? *
○  Yes ○  No

12/ Are you or your organisation named on the Australian Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade sanctions list? *
○  Yes ○  No
*This can be checked here: https://www.dfat.gov.au/international-relations/security/sanctions

13/ Please disclose any legal proceedings or investigation deemed relevant to the
grant, including litigation, arbitration, mediation or conciliation that are taking
place, pending or (to the best of the applicant’s knowledge, after having made
proper enquiry) threatened against the applicant or a related body corporate (as
defined in the Corporations Act). *
 
Please provide details or answer None (if applicable).

 
Project summary
* indicates a required field

Project summary

Project Title *
 

Short project description *

 
Word count:
Must be no more than 100 words.
Provide a short description of your project. This will be used for public grant announcements.

Start Date *
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End Date *

 
*A shorter project duration may be requested for the funding allocation.

Additional Documentation - Full project proposal
Attach a file:

 

 
Detailed project proposal
* indicates a required field

1. Innovation and knowledge sharing (30%)

Innovation and broadening the knowledge base for the ACT energy transition is an important
objective of the Fund. The following will be assessed under this criterion:

1.The project clearly demonstrates innovative and transformational approaches to
supporting energy transition. This can be demonstrated via the technology used,
business model or other aspects; and

2.The approach to sharing the learnings gained from the project.

Innovation *

 
Word count:
Must be no more than 300 words.
Explain how the proposed project demonstrates innovative and transformational approaches to
supporting the renewable energy sector and the zero-emissions transition. This may be demonstrated
via the technology used, business model or other aspects.

Knowledge Sharing and Commercial Sensitivities *

 
Word count:
Must be no more than 300 words.
Explain your proposed approach to sharing the learnings gained from the project and what you
expect to achieve from sharing this knowledge. For example: site tours, academic papers, public
presentations. Outline which components of the project are expected to remain confidential and
therefore not shared.

Additional Documentation - Innovation and knowledge sharing
Attach a file:
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Upload additional documentation relevant to the Technical and Commercial Viability criterion
(optional)

2. Technical and commercial viability (30%)

The proposal demonstrates a pathway from ideation to development. The project applies
robust processes to develop innovative energy transition solutions. The application shows
a high potential for demonstration and scalability. Criteria also include the potential
commercial opportunities flowing from the funded activity and the strength of the
proponent’s business model.

Technical Viability *

 
Word count:
Must be no more than 300 words.
Demonstrate how the project apply robust processes to develop innovative energy transition solutions
and the project's potential for demonstration and scalability.

Commercial viability *

 
Word count:
Must be no more than 300 words.
Outline the business model of the project, highlighting the technical feasibility of the project and any
potential commercial opportunities that would stem from the project

Additional Documentation - Technical and commercial viability
Attach a file:

 
Upload additional documentation relevant to the Innovation and Knowledge Sharing criterion (optional)

3. Application quality and organisation capacity (30%)

The applicant has demonstrated their capability to deliver the project and described
previous experience in delivering similar projects and managing risks.
The applicant has demonstrated an understanding of, and ability to obtain, any permission
or approvals required to deliver the project (where appropriate).
The application must provide sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  

Organisation Capacity *
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Word count:
Must be no more than 300 words.
Provide evidence of your organisation’s capability to deliver the project and outline any previous
experience in delivering similar projects.

Project Implementation Plan *

 
Word count:
Must be no more than 300 words.
Outline how you will successfully deliver your project in a timely manner, including a timeline of the
key milestones and deliverables. List any permissions or approvals necessary to complete the project
(if required).

Risk Assessment *

 
Word count:
Must be no more than 300 words.
Outline any potential risks to the delivery of the project and how these risks will be managed.
Examples of risk categories include assets, Workplace Health and Safety, compliance/regulation,
people, environment, financial, products and services, technology, reputation and image, cultural and
heritage, business process and systems.

Additional Documentation - Application quality and organisation capacity
Attach a file:

 
Upload additional documentation relevant to the Organisational Capability and Capacity (optional)

4. Return on investment (10%)

The level of funding requested is proportionate to the project outcomes and benefits for the
ACT.
In the context of the entire project and its timing, the amount of requested funding and the
planned expenditure demonstrates a sound investment.
Enhanced public-private collaborations in developing and demonstrating new solutions, and
leveraging private investments, are particularly important.
The Government will aim to leverage at least $1 in new co-contributions for every dollar
it invests, on average, in energy innovation technologies. Proposals that demonstrate job
creation will be viewed favourably.

Project outcomes and benefits to the ACT *
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Word count:
Must be no more than 300 words.
Provide details about the project outcomes and the expected benefits. This may include outcomes
related to technical and commercial development, education and skills development, job creation, and
industry development.

Return on Investment - Budget Details

Provide a budget breakdown of Energy Innovation Fund funding and include any time
frames for expenditure. ‘In-kind’ contributions include donated goods, services or voluntary
work to support a project. Amounts must be in dollar, exclusive of GST.

Expenditure
Description

Cost ($) Energy
Innovation
Fund Grant
Contribution

Cash
Contribution

In-kind
Contribution

Estimated
Date of
Expenditure

    $ $ $  
    $ $ $  
    $ $ $  
    $ $ $  
    $ $ $  

Must be a dollar
amount.

Must be a dollar
amount.

Must be a dollar
amount.

Must be a dollar
amount.

Must be a date.

Return on Investment - Budget Totals

Amount Requested *
$
This number/amount is calculated.
Total amount of financial support you are requesting from the Energy Innovation Fund.

Total Expenditure Amount
$
This number/amount is calculated.

Total Cash Contributions
$
This number/amount is calculated.

Total In-kind Contributions
$
This number/amount is calculated.

Other Funding Sources
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List the amount and details of any additional public or private funding leveraged, or likely to be
leveraged, for this project. Amounts must be in dollar, exclusive of GST.

Additional Documentation - Return on investment
Attach a file:

 
Upload any additional documentation for the Return on Investment criterion (optional)

 
Referee Information
* indicates a required field

Referee Details

Provide the contact details for two referees who can provide support to your application

Referee 1 Referee 2
Name *

 
Organisation *

 
Relationship to Applicant *

 
Work Address *

 
Email *

 
Phone Number *

 

Name *

 
Organisation *

 
Relationship to Applicant *

 
Work Address *

 
Email *

 
Phone Number *
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